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ness; and who, like Shakspeare's robbers, were mounted and
wore vizors.

The particulars respecting them are found in a Narrative pre-
served among the Lansdown Manuscripts in the British Museum,
in the hand-writing of Sir Roger Manwood, at that time Chief
Baron of the Exchequer, and indorsed with the date of 3d July,
1590.

cc Circumstances vrginge me Sr. Roger Manwood to proceade
to the late indytinge of Curtail, Manweringe, and other Malefac-
tors in Kent.

** When a Contrye is anoyed with frequent Robberyes, and the
malefactors not discovered, 1 holde yt to bee a good parte of Jus-
tice to examyne and learne what persons in the contry doe havnt
Innes, typling howses, and highe wayes, ryding gallantlye, lyvinge
in Apparell and other expences far above their knowne lawful!
meanes of lyvinge and abilitye; of which sorte Manweringe,
Curtail, and Essex, weare knowne to bee iij.

" In October, at beginninge of last Mychaelmas Terme iij or
inj"* robberyes done at Gadeshill by certen iFoote theves, vppon
hughe and crye, one of the Theves named Zachfeild flying and
sqvatted in a bushe was brought to me, and vppon examynacon
fyndinge a purse and things about him suspiciouse, and his cause
of being there and his flyinge and other circumstances very sus-
piciouse, I commyttedhim to the Jayle, and he ys of that robberye
indyted.

" In the course of that Mychaelmas Terme, I being at London,
many robberyes weare done in the hye wayes at Gadeshill on the
west parte of Rochester, and at Chatham downe on the East
parte of Rochester, by horse theves, with suche fatt and lustye
horses as weare not lyke hackney horsses nor farrjorneynghorsses,
and one of them sornetyme wearing a vizarde greye bearde, (by
reason that to the persons robbed the Theves did use to mynister
an othe that there should bee no hue and crye made after, and
also did gyve a watche woorde for the parties robbed, the better
to escape other of their Theves company e devyded vppon the hyghe
waye,) he was by common report in the Contry called Justice
greye Bearde ; and no man durst travell that waye without great
companye.

" After thend of that Mychaelmas terme, iij or iiij gentn: from
London, rydinge home towards Canterburye, at the West end of
Gadeshill,, we are overtaken by v. or vj horsemen all in Clokes vpp
about their faces, and fellowe like all, and none lyke servants or
waytinge on thother, and swiftlyridinge bythem gat to the East end
of Gadeshill, and there turned about all their horsses on the faces
of the trewe men, wherby they became in feare ; but by chanse
one of the trewe men did knowe this Curtail to bee one of the
v or vj. swift ryders, and after some speache betwene them of the